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Overview

 IDSSD Background

 The Decade Vision, Mission, Main Objectives and Outcomes

 Challenges and Opportunities  

 UNESCO IHP-9 Strategic Plan

 UNESCO/WSTA Special Session: objective and expected outcome of the session 



Proclamation of the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development by the United Nations General 
Assembly

 Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development:  

 Far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative Sustainable 

Development Goals and targets,  

 Reaffirmed on science, technology and innovation for development, 

 Recognizing that full and equal access to and participation in science, technology and 

innovation for women and men is essential to achieve sustainable development, 

 Requiring a more effective and inclusive approach based on synergistic cooperation of 

all sciences–basic and applied sciences as well as social and human sciences, 

including traditional knowledge 

 Year 2022: "International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development

 Emphasizing that the evidence-based methodologies and the models of operation and collaboration used 

in research can support policymakers in finding adequate responses to the present and future complex 

challenges, and that open science can help in promoting and strengthening international cooperation,



 IDSSD: acknowledging the imperative to bridge across scientific disciplines and knowledge 

forms in order to address the complex and intricate challenges of our time.

 UNESCO leads the implementation of the Decade, in collaboration with other relevant 

organizations of the United Nations system as well as other stakeholders, namely: regional and 

subregional organizations, academia, civil society organizations, the private sector and 

individuals 

 Major Activities: 

 Observe and raise awareness of the importance of all sciences for sustainable development, 

 Promote a coordinated, collaborative, scientific approach providing policymakers with 

evidence-based analyses and data necessary for establishing and effectively implementing 

policies per national priorities 

Proclamation of the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (2024-2033)by the United Nations 
General Assembly



The International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development  



Challenges and Opportunities for Sciences for Sustainable Development

 Example of Water Science related Challenge:

Limited public, policymaker, and scientific/engineering community 

recognition of the fundamental importance of sciences hinders 

support and investment in research and innovation, impacting 

progress on global challenges and sustainable development.

Opportunities :  

- Strengthen sciences through targeted science communication 

initiatives to enhance public awareness and foster increased 

support and investment in scientific research and innovation for 

sustainable development.



Challenges and Opportunities for Sciences for Sustainable Development

 Example of Water Science related Challenge:

Disciplinary silos and limited interdisciplinary collaboration due to 

the existing structural institutional, financial and communication 

constraints

Opportunities :  

- Advancement of and targeted investment in global collaborative 

transdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research initiatives





The Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP)







UNESCO Cairo Special Session/ Roundtable: Frontiers in Water Science and Technology 
Research: UNESCO and the International Decade of Science for Sustainable Development

The session involves leaders of key water research institutions in the GCC and the Arab Water 

Academy

• sharing their institutional vision of short and mid-range R&D priorities, especially with respect to 

localization of technologies and the sharing of knowledge responding to the GCC water future. 

The outcome of the session:  

• key water science research priorities, opportunities for cooperation, and their expectation from 

IDSSD. 

Outcomes of this session will be used to: 

• shape  UNESCO regional input to the IDSSD decade, 

• enhance  UNESCO planning of future IHP actions in the region within the Decade and to  

• produce a publication including a chapter based on the outcomes of the concerned session. 
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